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Defcription of Plates. 


Plate I. 

Specimen of an early Anglo-Saxon or Anglo-Hibernian Ms. A page 
from the Gofpels of Moelbrigid Mac Duman, Abbot of Derry and Bifhop 
of Armagh ; preferved in Lambeth Palace. The book was given to the 
metropolis of Canterbury by Athelftan, to whom it was probably pre- 
sented on the occasion of his coronation by Moelbrigid in the year 925. 


Plate II. 

Specimen of the Charlemagne or Franco-Gallic ftyle. A page from 
the "Golden Gofpels,” a magnificent Ms. of the eighth or ninth century, 
in the Britilh Mufeum, containing feveral pages quite filled with deco- 
rations like the fjpecimen given, and the reft of the text entirely written in 
gold, from which circumftance it has received the name of the “ Golden 
Gofpels.” 
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Plate III. 

Specimen of the ftyle termed opus Anglicum , Englifh work, that arofe 
exclufively in England about the tenth century, reprelented in a page from 
a Ms. copy of the Gofpels made for Canute, or more properly Cnut. 
This national and interefting ftyle is quite diftintt from any other ftyle 
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of illumination both in compofition and features, and poflibly originated 
with St. Dunftan, who is well known to have been (killed in the arts of 
the goldsmith and illuminator. 

Plate IV. 

Specimen of the ftyle of the thirteenth century. A page from a beau- 
tiful Ms. Bible in the Soane Mufeum. The miniature pictures in the 
border reprefen t the fix succeflive days* labour, as recorded in Genefis, 
and the appointment of the feventh as a day of reft. 

Platb V. 

Specimen of Flemifti art of the fifteenth century. A page from a 
Miflal, probably executed at Bruges, which had then become the greateft 
feat of manufacture of illuminated books. About this time the miniature 
began to form an almoft eflential part in all richly illuminated pages. The 
prefent fpecimen reprefents King David praying ; in the background is a 
very pleafing and neatly executed landfcape. 

Plate VI. 

A page reprefenting St. John writing his Gofpel, taken from the 
commencement of a Ms. copy of St. John’s Gofpel executed in the fif- 
teenth century. Although the ftyle of the border and initial letters is 
not equal to the previous fpecimen, yet the drawing in the miniature is 
infinitely fuperior ; indeed, it poflefles an elegance of character which may 
almoft be termed Rapbaelesque . 


Plate VII. 

s 

A page reprefenting the Nativity, taken from an exquifite Miflal in 
the Soane Mufeum, executed about 1500. It was towards the end of 
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jry that the most exquifitely finifhed works of illumination were 
,ed — many fuch artifts as Giulio Clovto in Italy, and Lucas van Ley 
% in Flanders and Germany, devoting themfelves to its practice. 


Plate VIII. 

A page taken from an exquilite MilTal said to have been executed by 
Hemling, or Hemelink, about 1520, and now in the Britifh Mufeum. 
This fpecimen affords an example of the cuftom introduced in this and 
the previous period, of inferring medallion miniatures in the border, which 
are not always, as in this inftance, a fubftitute for a large miniature, but 
frequently accompany it. 


Plate IX. 

A charming fpecimen from the fuperb Ms. known in the Biblio- 
theque Narionale, Paris, as the “Hours,” or Prayer-book of Anne of 
Brittany, for whom it was executed about the end of the fifteenth cen- 
tury. It has been very generally confidered the fineft illuminated manu- 
fcript known. 


. Plate X. 

A beautiful example of Italian illumination, taken from a Miffal in 
the Soane Mufeum, executed about 1460. In the centre is a miniature 
of the Virgin Mary. 


Plate XI. 

Specimen of Italian illumination, executed about 1490, introducing 
miniature paintings of events in our Saviour’s hiftory, with borders of an 
arabefque character. 
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Plate XII. 


Specimen page of a Ms. of Petrarch’s Poems, executed in a remarkable 
ftyle which arofe in Italy about the beginning of the fifteenth century. 
The miniature represents Petrarch and Laura pierced by the arrows of 
Cupid, who rifes from a fountain. This beautiful Ms. was originally 
executed for a Cardinal of Rome, whofe arms form one of the decorations 
of the border. 
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